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Monday, April 30, 2007

Mr. NORTON. Madam Speaker, Oversight
and Government Reform Committee Chairman
Henry A. Waxman and | re-introduce the
“Lead-Free Drinking Water Act of 2007”. This
bill today was virtually summoned by the Dis-
trict’s lead water crisis in 2004. The national
attention our crisis generated for the likely
presence of lead in the water supply drew
many jurisdictions to do their own investiga-
tions, uncovering similar problems. When
former Senator James Jeffords, Representa-
tive Waxman, and | looked at the 1974 Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA) and the Lead and
Copper Rule, it was clear that even the revi-
sion of the Rule in 1991 did not meet stand-
ards that should have been adopted at that
time. Our bill incorporates what we learned
from hearings on the D.C. water crisis and
from the state of the current science.

This bill is necessary because at a recent
hearing for the Subcommittee on Water Re-
sources, Benjamin H Grumbles, Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Water in the EPA, promised
that new rules on lead and copper in water
would be promulgated at the level mandated
in this legislation. However, details of the rule
have not been shared with the subcommittee,
and the rule is not scheduled to be released
until the fall of this year. We have heard this
same excuse since 2004, illustrating the con-
tinuing need for Congress to act. In 20086, as
confidence was slowly being restored in our
drinking water, the District of Columbia Water
and Sewer Authority was cited for violations of
SDWA consent order due to a failure in testing
procedures. Most especially, recent reports
have documented elevated levels of lead in
drinking water in five District of Columbia pub-
lic school water fountains, even though the
children are most vulnerable to lead, thus the
important reasons for this legislation remain
strong after three years. This bill directly ad-
dresses the concerns that also vulnerable are
pregnant and nursing women and District of
Columbia parents have with lead in the water
at schools and would lay to rest well-placed
anxiety about lead in the drinking water here
and nationwide.

The District of Columbia provided us with a
virtual case study in why SWDA must be re-
vised again in 2007. Here are some of the
most important provisions taken from the D.C.
experience:

(1) Valid Testing. This bill eliminates the
giant loophole that allowed the D.C. Water
and Sewer Authority (WASA) to continue
testing once it exceeded the 15 parts per bil-
lion (Ppb) action level, in order to dilute its
findings, reduce the percentage of homes to
less than 10%, and thus relieve WASA of the
requirement to replace lead service lines. In-
stead, 10% of lead pipes must be replaced
until all are eliminated.

(2) Total Lead Service Line Replacement. In-
stead of replacing only publicly owned lead
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service lines, this bill requires total replace-
ment, including the portion owned by the
homeowner. Our hearings showed that par-
tial replacement can actually increase the
amount of lead in drinking water, because
the new metal, such as brass or copper, can
interact with the remaining lead pipe and ac-
celerate lead leaching into the drinking
water.

(3) Individual Notice From Detection to Cor-
rection. Instead of allowing public notices to
be delayed or buried, using generic language
deep in a brochure or water bill, as WASA
did, our bill requires notice to all customers,
individually within 30 days of lead
exceedence, stating the scope of testing, re-
sults and corrective actions.

(4) Alternative Water Supply. Where exces-
sive lead is found, the bill requires that cer-
tified water filters be provided to each resi-
dence, school and day care facility, a meas-
ure that was delayed in the District despite
the danger to pregnant women and children
under six.

(5) Testing Water Treatment Chemicals. The
Army Corp of Engineers switched chemicals
at the Washington Aqueduct from chlorine
to chloramines without conducting a corro-
sion control test. The evidence is that the
new chemical was the likely cause of the
spike in lead levels here, but only now are
phosphates being tested to counter lead cor-
rosion in the water supply. This bill requires
water systems to have corrosion control
plans within one year of switching chemical
treatment or a finding of excessive lead in
the water.

(6) Lead Free Plumbing. ‘‘Lead free” in this
bill is defined as 0.2%, the standard already
used in Los Angeles, down from the current
8%. We heard testimony at our hearings that
most brass and copper plumbing contains 8%
lead.

(7) Lead Testing In Schools. This bill re-
quires the repair or replacement of school
water coolers found to have excessive lead.
Annual testing of water coolers in schools is
also required.

The District of Columbia experience has
opened the nation’s eyes to lead in the water
that millions of Americans may be drinking.
Our bill will reduce the well-earned fears of
residents here and across the country.

———

TORTURE VICTIMS RELIEF
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 1678, the Tor-
ture Victims Relief Reauthorization Act of
2007, legislation which provides grants for
medical centers that administer therapeutic
treatment for victims of torture.

Currently, there are approximately 400,000
victims of torture who reside in the United
States, all of whom live with painful memories
of their trauma. America’s torture treatment
centers provide crucial recuperative services
to these individuals who have suffered both
physically and mentally, often while serving
our country.
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Victims of torture are in a unique position,
requiring ongoing psychiatric counseling as
well as physical therapy. These individuals
carry the scars of their torture on their bodies
and minds, and require years of support to
overcome these wounds.

In my district and home-town of Chicago,
the Marjorie Kovler Center for the Treatment
of Survivors of Torture provides comprehen-
sive, community-based services in which sur-
vivors of governmental or political torture work
together with specialists to identify individual
needs and overcome barriers to healing. At
the Marjorie Kovler Center, patients find a wel-
coming and accepting environment which nur-
tures the body and mind, allowing individuals
to successfully transition back into healthy so-
cial relationships. This crucial organization
generously provides all of its services free of
charge to its patients, and centers like it
across the country utilize the funding provided
in this legislation to deliver services and care
to countless victims of torture.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to co-sponsor
and support H.R. 1678. This legislation bol-
sters the therapeutic network for torture vic-
tims who have suffered tremendously, and are
in great need of care. | urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting the organizations that
serve the men and women who are living with
the mental and physical scars of torture by
voting for H.R. 1678, the Torture Victims Re-
lief Reauthorization Act of 2007.

———

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE
BOWL TEAM

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 30, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
rise to honor 5 outstanding individuals, Steph-
anie Hull, Shane Daniel, John Ahlfield, David
Klco, and Ammon Sarver, who competed in
the 2007 National Science Bowl representing
Liberty High School. This is Liberty’s third year
in a row to make it to the National Finals.

Since 1991, the National Science Bowl,
through the sponsorship of the United States
Department of Energy has brought together
high school students to compete in an aca-
demic competition in the fields of chemistry,
biology, physics, earth science, mathematics,
astronomy, and general science.

Also, | want to recognize the great leader-
ship of the team including Coaches Rosemary
Camp and Mary Coogan. It is also important
to acknowledge the parents, family, mentors
and friends who have helped these students
succeed in their academic efforts.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
congratulating the Liberty High School Science
Bowl Team on their achievements and wish
them the best of luck in their future academic
endeavors. It is an honor to represent this
team in the United States Congress.
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